Pneumocystis carinii pneumonia in patients with ulcerative colitis treated with corticosteroids.
Today, Pneumocystis carinii pneumonia (PCP) is typically associated with AIDS. However, in the pre-AIDS era, PCP was known to be associated with various immunodeficiency states, malignancies, and immunosuppressive therapy, particularly the use of corticosteroids. PCP has been reported to occur during immuno-suppressive therapy of some chronic inflammatory states, but it has never been reported in patients with inflammatory bowel disease. We report two patients with ulcerative colitis who developed PCP during high-dose corticosteroid therapy, and review the literature regarding non-AIDS PCP. PCP should thus be added to the list of bronchopulmonary complications in inflammatory bowel disease. This report should give gastroenterologists further impetus to limit immunosuppressive therapy to its minimal effective dose.